Session 1
l. Length:2 hours

Il. Goal: To help participants become familiar with the beginning steps of membership.

1. ObjectivesBy the end of Sessiahparticipants will:

Know why membership is important

Know the difference between casual and covenant mempsrsh
Know the basic steps and requirements of membership

Know the steps of growing in faith.

Feelfreeto ask questions during the class

Have the opportunity to buililiendships with other class participants

. Realize theseriousness of covenant memb@ysh

r o mmoOoO w2

Experienceghe encouragement of the Holy Spirit to grow closer to.God

V. Outline
A. Welcome/Prayer/Introduction of Participants
B. Why Membership?
C. The Meaning of Covenant
BREAK
D. Membership Requirements/Steps to Membership
E. First Steps: Personal Faith
F. Wrap-up
i. Tell participants what the next class will cover.
i. Di stribute the AMednbpra @d@&aaulkdORavewoptiomalh For
iii. DistributeClassic Catechisrhook*d One copy for each participafarticipants
should read pages 4B prior to the next cks.

iv. Participants should collect at least 2 newspaper articles or TV/radio statements that

demonstrate wrong teaching with regard to the Articles of Religioese statements

will be discussed during the next class session.

v. Close the class time in prayer.
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Free Methoedist Church
Membership Class

Session 1

Scripture quotations are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. NIV® Copyright ©1973,
1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights reserved

© 2008 Light and Life Communications, Indianapolis, Indiana. Printed in the U.S.A.
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Why Membership?

The church is the fbody of Christohere on
earth for the purpose of producing
Christlikeness.

Joining the church in membership is a
testimony to others of a person® desire to
follow Jesus Christ as Lord.

AThe body is a unit, though it is made up of mar
body. So it is with,NMWristo (1 Corinthians 12: 12

Now yaore the body of Christ, and eacgNV)one of vyo

1]

Book of Discipline

Introduction Purpose and Character of the Free Methodist Church

The Biblical Concept of the Church(page 1)

Anlt 1 s cl ear fchaadnisdb@od andar peopke. Itisia ¢creatiom €hrist is its head. The
church is the people of God chosen for a purposeful partnership in accomplishing the will of God on earth.
More than eighty metaphors, word pictures, relating to the churchrapgba New Testament. Each

portrays a more profound reality than does the picture it brings to mind. The pictures together make clear th
nature and mission of the church. Paul speaks of
inclusiveamd per haps the most significant metaphor 1is

O6members of the body. 60

AWhat is the profound trut h t Raher, Sor) &ad Holy Spjiiittakes r d [
a redeemed people into partnépsto share in His activities and to realize His purposes. The church is the
organic, corporate instrument God has chosen to remake people and society. It has a mission of holy love.
The church exists to produce Christlikeness in all people and thefir indtii on s . 0
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What Dees Membership Mean?

Membership means different things
to different people.

Some memberships are casual.
Other memberships require an oath,
a promise, a covenant.

Membership in the Free Methodist
Church is covenant membership.

The Scripture views arriageas a covenant relationship.

Ask:How is the relationship you have with your banker, the contract you have with thellffarknt from
the marriage covenantPdssibleep onses: The bank exists to serve
with any person at the bank, | seldom interact with any person at the bank, | can walk away with very little

pain or consequence.)
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Covenant Membership

By definition,
a covenant is a solemn pledge,

a binding promise between two parties.

Definition of Covenant

0
0
0

AA binding pledged
AnOften animals sacrificed would be cut in two.
i S o mesthe padies would walk symbolically between the pieces of the animal. In any case, the
shedding of blood in such rituals signified the solemnity of the covenantpaggh/owing not to
break the covenant on pain of death. o

AThe making of covenants often included signs

parties of their promises. 0

[Source:Holman lllustrated Bible Dictionaiy
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Covenant Membership

God used covenants throughout history as
reminders of His promises.

0 Noah, Abraham, Moses, David

Jesus is the fulfillment of the New Covenant.

God used covenants throughout history as reminders of His promises to m&okiagample, the rainbow
is a reminder of Godds pr ominsnarriagechene is serual urdoa astar o y

reminder of a promisetlove.

Covenants made by God:

Noahd Never to flood the earth again (preserve humaniéndjgn: rainbow(Genesis 9:47)

Abrahamo Al | peopl es wil/| be bldesigsa@acmdsionGenegsil27Abr ah at

Mosesd God establishes the Iglées as a holy natiod sign: The Law(Exodus 20)

Davidd A perpetual kingdond s i g n: Daviddés descendants on the t
(2 Samuel 7:417; 23:15)

Jesusthe MessighJ esus, tohe nsSEEDt es The L ohefillfiimentSitiep er |,
new covenant: JesusoO dsgatbdptismn t he cross for our

(Luke 22:20; ®@lossians 2:42; Romans 6:3)

[Source:Holman lllustrated Bible Dictionary
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Covenant Membership

The covenant of membership in the
Free Methodist Church is a promise

between the church and the member.
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Covenant Membership

The MEMBER promises
to sustain a saving relationship with Jesus,
to bring glory to God,
to advance the cause of God on earth,
to preserve the unity of the body of Christ,
and to cherish the fellowship of the
Free Methodist Church.

Book of Discipline

Membership Covenant

Privilege and Responsibility

154 AMembership in the Church is a high privile
members is consistent with the teaching of the writtemdf God. Faithfulness to the covenant is evidence
of the i ndivi dusustainmaeavifigeetaitosshiplvatis JesueChitisbas Lord, to bring glory to
God, to advance the cause of God on earth, to preserve the unity of the body of Choisthandh the

fell owship of the Free Methodist Church. o
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Book of Discipline

Articles of Religion - The Church

121 AThe church is c¢created by God. 't 1 slyt he pe
Spirit is its life and power. It is both divine andrhan, heavenly and earthly, ideal and imperfect. It is an
organism, not an unchanging institution. It exists to fulfill the purposes of God in Christ. It redemptively
ministers to persons. Chrisived the church and gave Himself for it that it should be holy and without
blemish. The church is a fellowship of the redeemed and the redeeming, preaching the Word of God and
administering the sacraments according Chr i st 6 s 1 nst r uChurch purposesTohe Fr ¢
representative of what the church of Jesus Christ should be on earth. It therefore requires specific
commitment regarding the faith and life of its members. In its requirements it séeksotoChrist and obey

the written Word of God 0

Membership
151 AThe requirements of full member ship ar e:
C. a covenant to support the church, to live in fellowship with the members thereof, to be an active

participant in the ministry of the churchandd seek Godés; @l ory in all thi

A1 5 2 rightslofdull membership are:

A. participation in the sacramerdad ordinances of the church;

B. eligibility to vote and hold offic&ipon reaching the age designated by the general conference,;

C. trial and appeal if charged with failure to maintain thieditions of membership, with the specific

provision that joining another religious denomination or sect shall of itself sever membership in the church

without trial . o
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